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If it were up to MSNBC legal analyst Barbara 
McQuade, the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution would be abolished in order 
to protect Americans against "disinformation" 
campaigns. 


In a recent segment on "The Rachel Maddow 
Show,' the University of Michigan law professor 
complained that it is precisely America's "deep 
commitment to free speech" that makes the 
country susceptible to "misinformation." 


The author of a new book we will not bother to 
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mention here, McQuade says her "goal" in attacking the First Amendment in her new book is 
to spark a "national conversation about truth and our commitment to it." 


"| hope that by dissecting it, explaining it, and educating the public, we can all see 
disinformation for what it is so that we can begin to push back against it," McQueen told 


Maddow. 


When Maddow asked McQuade if she believes America is just as vulnerable as other 
countries to disinformation, McQuade responded that she feels things are worse in the U.S. 


"Actually, Rachel, | think we're more susceptible to it than other countries, and that's because 
some of our greatest strengths can also be our Achilles Heel," McQuade said. 


"So, for example, our deep commitment to free speech in our First Amendment. It is a 
cherished right. It's an important right in democracy, and nobody wants to get rid of it, but it 
makes us vulnerable to claims [that] anything we want to do related to speech is censorship." 


(Related: These constant media attacks on free speech are part of the 5th generation warfare 
agenda that Dr. Robert Malone says is in full swing throughout the West.) 


Supreme Court can limit speech, says McQuade 


As to the constitutionality of McQuade's position, she believes that the Supreme Court is 
actually in agreement with her that the First Amendment has limits and is not some free pass 
for people to say whatever they want. 


"Of course, the Supreme Court has held that all fundamental rights, even the right to free 
speech, can be limited as long as there is a compelling governmental interest and the 
restriction is narrowly tailored to achieve that interest," McQuade explained. 


"But | think any time someone tries to do anything that might limit free speech, people claim 
censorship." 


Using the example of the recent SCOTUS decision concerning how individual states regulate 
the way social media platforms moderate content, McQuade feels that there are "common- 
sense solutions" to the problem of unregulated free speech that, using different rhetoric, can 
avoid the label of "censorship." 


"We need to have a conversation," McQuade demanded about the free speech issue. "Instead, 
we throw out terms like ‘censorship, call each other names, use labels, and retreat to our 
opposite sides. We need to be pragmatic and come up with real solutions." 


Maddow, pleased with McQuade's position and her new book, called the discourse on her 
show a "real public service and a pleasure." 


"Amazing that a legal analyst doesn't know the rationale behind the 1st Amendment," wrote 
one incensed commenter about McQuade's position. "Who gets to decide the truth? Certainly 
not the government." 


"The government is free to make any argument or counterargument they want, but deciding 
what is misinformation and should be blocked is pure censorship and a violation of the First 
Amendment.’ 


Another warned that what McQuade is suggesting "should send chills down the spine of any 
U.S. citizen." 


"When the media decides ‘what is disinformation by censoring free speech, we are headed 
down the path of totalitarianism,’ this person warned. "Give me the facts and | will decide. It's 


not the media's right to decide for you what is true and what is not." 


The latest news about the media's assault on the First Amendment can be found at 
Censorship.news. 


Sources for this article include: 
NYPost.com 
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If the 1st amendment had "limits", then they would be expressly specified, this would be 
obvious to the founders. That until an amendment specifying such limitations is ratified, it 
can't be assumed to restrict because of commonOsense and the 10th amendment, which 
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